Cardiac hamartoma in a young squirrel monkey who died suddenly.
A case of cardiac hamartoma in a 2-month-old squirrel monkey is reported. The monkey showed a loss of appetite and died suddenly. Microscopically, an encapsulated nodular lesion was found at the right atrial wall. The lesion consisted of irregularly shaped, slender myocytes intermingled with a few fibroblasts and collagen fibers. Neither nuclear atypia nor inflammatory cell infiltrate was seen. The constituting cells had stratified striations in the cytoplasm and reacted immunohistochemically for desmin, indicating the nature of myocytes. Based on the above findings, a diagnosis of cardiac hamartoma was made. This is the first case of cardiac hamartoma in this species.